FALL  AND DEATH OF ROBESPIERRE
trusted the task of making a report to the Convention.
Billaud and Collot took the precaution, however, to
ask him to leave the Supreme Being and the immortality
of the soul in peace. Saint-Just on his part made the
concession of consenting to the removal of further
artillery from Paris.
Thus harmony appeared to have been restored. That
same evening, Barere, with his usual oratorical flourish,
assured the Convention of the unity of the govern-
ment. Voulland, of the Committee of General Security,
wrote to his constituents that all rumours concerning
discord in the government were false. Couthon made
a similar statement at the Jacobin Club on the evening
of the 6th. But the man whom it was most necessary to
conciliate said nothing and had made no promise.
Perhaps for a moment he had wavered. What probably
decided him to reject the offer of peace was an incident
that took place on the 5th of Thermidor at one of the
city prisons.
The Gironde deputies whom he had saved were con-
fined at the Madelonnettes prison. Robespierre had
purposely refrained from appearing to take an interest
in their personal welfare, since to have done so might
have been a danger to them. Had not Vadier, irritated
at the apparent fondness of the moderates for Robes-
pierre, been reported as saying: "If this keeps up I'll
have him behead a hundred or so of the frogs in his
Marsh?" By this he meant that he would manage to
have the Committees send a hundred or so of the
deputies of the Plain (also called the Marsh) to the
guillotine and would then scatter the rumour—as he
was in the habit of doing—that Robespierre had
ordered the execution! Now, on the very day the Com-
mittees had invited him to meet with them, Amar and
Voulland, of the Committee of General Security, had
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